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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 26-35 and 71-85 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 26-34,71-72, and 74-84 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Russell et al. (5,905,248). 

In regard to claims 26 and 74, Russell et al. show a system, method, and 
computer readable medium for presenting a natural language message to a user from a 
keystroke output wedge, the method comprising: a) querying a Windows-type operating 
system for information (col. 7, In 40-50, "Go to"), b) transmitting to a Windows API a 
query for information from a keystroke output wedge (col. 7, In 35-40, bar code reader, 
URL), c) receiving in the keystroke output wedge information from the Windows- type 
operating system in response to the query (col. 7-8) ; and d) providing to a user from the 
keystroke output wedge a natural language message, where the natural language 
message is a function of the information from the operating system (ASCII based 
symbol character data, Fig 1C, col. 16-18). 
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In regard to claim 27, Russell et al. show that the information relates to a 
Windows-type application program designed to receive keystroke input (col. 7-8, URL 
input, go to window). 

In regard to claims 28 and 78, Russell et al. show that the natural language 
message is inherently a prompt soliciting the user to provide input data (col. 18, audio 
input, speech recognition). 

In regard to claims 29,71 ,72, and 79, Russell et al. show that the natural 
language message is feedback provided in response to input data received from the 
user (audio (audibly) and video output (visually), col. 18). 

In regard to claims 30 and 80, Russell et al. show that the natural language 
message is a status message provided to the user in response to a pre- programmed 
inquiry from the keystroke output wedge to the operating system (2 way communication, 
col. 17-18, Fig. 4). 

In regard to claims 31,77, and 81, Russell et al. show receiving in a keystroke 
output wedge input data from a data input device and the information relates to a 
Windows-tvpe application program designed to receive kevstroke input (Fig. 4, col. 17- 
18, Fig. 1). 

In regard to claims 32,76, and 82, Russell et al. show that the data input device is 
a bar code data input device and the medium is a data carving an electro-maqnetic 
signal (Fig. 1). 

In regard to claims 33-34, and 83-84, Russell et al. show where the step of 
transmitting to a Windows API further includes transmitting a GetForeground Window 
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function and show where the step of transmitting to a Windows API further includes 
transmitting a GetWindowText function (Goto window functions, col. 7). 

In regard to claim 75, Russsell et al. show that the medium is a tangible memory 
(col. 15, In 25-30). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 35,73, and 85 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Russell et al. (cited above). 

In regard to claims 35 and 85, Russell et al. show the system above. Russell et 
al. don not specifically show where the step of providing to a user from the keystroke 
output wedge a natural language message further includes transmitting to a Windows 
API a sndplaysound function. The Examiner takes Official Notice that one of ordinary 
skill in the art would know that any computer system can contain various sound 
functions and controls. 

In regard to claim 73, Russell et al. show the system above. Russell et al. don 
not specifically show where the step of providing to a user a natural language message 
is at a predetermined time. The Examiner takes Official Notice that one of ordinary skill 
in the art would know that a computer system can be programmed to display various 
messages as often as desired. 



Application/Control Number: 09/677,293 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 2655 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Susan McFadden whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7621. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Doris To can be reached on 703-305-4827. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Susan McFadden 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2655 
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